
Term 4 March 2023 St Chad’s School Newsletter 
 

Our vision: ‘Learning to love, loving to learn’ 

This term’s value: Courage 

Next term’s value: Creativity 
Message from Mrs Jenkins: Dear Parents/Carers, I can’t believe we are 2/3rds of the way through the 
school year already. It has flown by. Term 4 has been packed full of wonderful learning opportunities 
and chances to celebrate the amazing children we have at St Chad’s. 

 

We had a mid-term visit from a SIAMS (Statutory inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools) in-
spector to review how we are progressing since our previous inspection. This was hugely positive and 
recognised everyone’s hardwork (staff and children). The inspection report mentioned that the tour 
of the school revealed engaged pupils and energetic teachers and highlighted the obvious passion 
that leaders and Governors have for the school and its community. Well done everyone. 

 

With anticipated changes to our current Friends committee over the next few months, I am sending 
a plea to parents/carers to see if there are any members of our community who would be able to 
spare some time to become part of the Friends and work with the school to build on the hugely posi-
tive difference that the Friends have offered so far with regards to fundraising for the school and our 
children. Please let the office know if you would like to discuss this in more detail. 

 

Next year’s term dates and INSET days can be 
found within this newsletter. Have a happy and 
safe Easter holiday and see you on Monday 
17th April. Kind regards, Mrs Jenkins   

 

Attendance continues to be a focus at St Chad’s as we are below the usu-
al average of 96%. However, we are pleased to see attendance in 
many classes increasing which is great. A big well done to Year 3 and 
Year 6 for achieving attendance above our 96% target.  

We ask that parents/carers contact us if you require support with attend-
ance so that we can support you. We fully understand that some absence, 
due to illness, cannot be helped and want to reassure you that this is taken 
into account. Please remember that holidays are unauthorised and may 
result in a penalty notice being issued if absence is more than 10 sessions 
(5 days). Thank you for your support with this. 

Reception 93.26% 

Year 1 93.86% 

Year 2 93.85% 

Year 3 96.9% 

Year 4 93.97% 

Year 5 94.97% 

Year 6 96.41% 

School Total 94.75% 

A endance—Current standings 
at the end of term 4 (28/3/23) 

Good Luck Mrs Pitt: 

Mrs Pitt left us this week to 
go on maternity leave. 
We wish her all the very 
best and can’t wait to 
hear news of her precious 
arrival very soon. 

Thank you to Mrs Pitt for 
everything she has done 
for the children of St 
Chad’s. 

Welcome/Welcome back: 

Mrs Butcher will be taking over teaching Year 3 for the 
rest of the academic year. She knows our school very 
well having worked here for many years. Mrs Pryce will 
be covering Mrs Butcher’s Planning, Preparation and 
Assessment (PPA) on a Wednesday afternoon. She is 
looking forward to spending time with her old class! 

 

We welcome Greg Bryant as our new caretaker. He 
has already made a fantastic start making improve-
ments to parts of the school. 

 

We are delighted they are all joining us in these roles. 



March   
Friday 31st March End of term 4. School closes 
Friday 31st March Break the Rules day 

April  
Monday 17th April School begins for term 5 
May  
Monday 1st May Bank Holiday 
Monday 8th May Addi onal Bank Holiday for the King’s Corona on 
Tues 9th May to Fri 12th May Year 6 SATs tests 
Monday 22nd May Sports Day 1.30pm 
Thursday 25th May Reserve Sports Day in case of wet weather 1.30pm 

Friday 26th May End of term 5. School closes for half-term 

June  
Monday 5th June School reopens for term 6 
W/c Monday 5th June Mul plica on tables check (Y4) 
W/c Monday 12th June Phonics tes ng (Y1)  
Wednesday 14th to Friday 16th 
June 

Year 6 camp 

Tuesday 27th June  5pm New to Recep on Parents’ Evening 
July  
Wednesday 5th July (TBC) Summer Disco 3.15pm --5.15pm 
Thursday 6th July Year 6 Lifeskills 
Friday 7th July  UKS2 report collec on 
Monday 10th July (TBC) 1.15pm UKS2 produc on at St Chad’s Church 
Monday 10th July Reports to be collected (R-Y4) 
Tuesday 11th July (TBC) 5.30pm UKS2 Produc on at St Chad’s Church. Pupils to arrive no 

earlier than 5pm. Details to follow nearer the me. 
Monday 17th July  9.30am EYFS concert to parents/carers at school 
Wednesday 19th July 1.30pm Leavers’ Assembly 
Thursday 20th July School closes for the summer 
Friday 21st July INSET (5 of 5) - School closed to pupils 

St Chad’s Patchway CE VC Primary School — Key Diary Dates 2022-23 

These are only key dates, as they are known at present. You will see some are provisional, 
as you can imagine tying people down to dates this far ahead is tricky. Addi onal items will 
be added as the year progresses, please look out for these Newsle ers (usually in the last 
week of term) with the most up to date overview.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 6—End of term 4 
This Term in Year 6 we have had lots of exciting visitors who have helped to bring our 
learning to life. We enjoyed finding out about John Wesley’s role in speaking out about 
the Transatlantic Slave Trade from the New Room Riot workshop. Our RE learning about 
Easter has been enhanced by the artistic workshop from Understanding Christianity and 
we loved finding out about local heroes through the Hidden Heroes drama session. 

 
We completed our topic on the Slave Trade with a class debate about Edward Col-
ston’s statue and have begun learning about Crime and Punishment and how it has 
changed in Britain. Our Science topic on light included many opportunities for investi-
gations and fair testing and we are now finding out about famous British scientists and 
their discoveries. We have also had World Book Day, Culture Week and opportunities to 
play on the new Trim Trail! 



 

 

 

· Culture Week 

· Language Students from UWE working with us 

· Phonics workshops for parents 

· Book at Bedtime 

· Reading Buddies 

· World Book Day 

· KS1 trip to Caldicot Castle in the snow 

· A really positive mid-point SIAMS Church school inspection with a 
SIAMS inspector from the Diocese 

· World Down Syndrome Awareness Day 

· Children and staff have started learning Makaton 

· Visit for Y5 children to Olive Tree House 

· Break the Rules Day 

· Encounter Christianity workshops 

· Year 5 Qingming assembly 

· Year 5/6 football match 
against the Manor. 





As part of Autism Awareness 
Week, Hudson in Year 5 has writ-
ten a superb poem about Autism 
and his experiences.  

Hudson has shared this in class 
with his peers and teachers. He will 
be sharing it in assembly on Friday. 
We are really proud of Hudson for 
the work he is doing to raise 
awareness of Autism in our school. 

Well done Hudson.  



Whole School Makaton— As an inclusive school, we are all 
learning Makaton to sign and ensure every member of our 
community is welcome. The children have enjoyed being 
introduced to this across the school. Below are the signs 
we are focusing on initially if you would like to practise at 
home. We will then introduce a sign each week.  







Year 4 



Are you missing benefits that are available to you? 

You can get £100 and free school dinners for your children! 

If you are eligible and sign up, you will be able to access both. “My child already 
gets free dinners in KS1,” you might say, but they won’t in KS2 unless you sign up for 
this. Once ‘signed up’ you will have access to a one off fund of £100 to use during 
the time that your child is at St Chad’s. This £100 can be used for a range of things 
school based, including 

• Trips during school time or after school where a donation is asked for by the school, 

• School camp, 

• Payment of after / before school clubs, 

• Any activity in school where a donation is asked for, such as a visitor to the class-
room, 

• School uniform to be purchased from Monkhouse or Linela where we have negoti-
ated a payment procedure and where you are able to purchase logoed items. 

If you want more information, please go to https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-
meals. It is an anonymous application; it does not come to the school but to the lo-
cal authority and, once accepted, the benefits are yours. The purpose of the fund is 
to support academic development, hence the list, and school -of course- will not 
hold cash on site, so rather a running tally of spends will be kept. We hope that this 
will both help the school further provide great education and also support eligible 
families with the ongoing demands of having a child in school.  

Safeguarding  
We take our commitment to safeguarding very seriously and follow guidance in 
‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’. Our Designated Safeguarding Lead is  Mrs 
Jenkins and in her absence Mr Ridd, Mrs Ives, Mrs Harvey and Miss Legg are 
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads. 
Our greatest priority as a school is to always ensure the safety, well-being and hap-
piness of all our children. The safeguarding of all our children remains our number 
one priority. During the holiday, South Gloucestershire Council’s own Safeguarding 
ART (Access and Response Team) is also available to report concerns about a 
child: 01454 866000 Monday to Thursday 9.00 am – 5.00 pm, 4.30 on Friday and 
01454 615165 out of hours and at weekends.  

A big thank you to Charlie (a parent of a child in Year 1) for sharing 
her Easter/Spring holiday activity list for families. 
 
EASTER/SPRING HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES FOR THE FAMILY— 
ÿEASTER/SPRING BREAK FAMILY ACTIVITIES 2023ÿ  – Bristol Mama  



Term Begins for pu-
pils 

Ends for pupils INSET Holidays / not 
in school for 
pupils 

1 

 

Friday 1st Sep-
tember 2023 

Friday 20th Oc-
tober 2023 

Friday 1st Sep-
tember 2023 

Monday 25th 
September 
2023 

Saturday 21st 
October to 

Sunday 29th 
October. 

2 

 

Monday 30th 
October 2023 

Friday 15th De-
cember 2023 

 Saturday 16th 
December to 
Tuesday 2nd 
January inclu-
sive. 

3 

 

Wednesday 3rd 
January 2024 

Friday 9th Feb-
ruary 2024 

Tuesday 2nd 
January 2024 

Saturday 10th 
February to 
Sunday 18th 
February. 

4 

 

Monday 19th 
February 2024 

Thursday 28th-
March 2024 

 Friday 28th 
March to Sun-
day 14th April. 

5 

 

Monday 15th 
April 2024 

Friday 24th May 
2024 

 Saturday 25th 
May to Sunday 
2nd June. 

6 

 

Monday 3rd 
June 2024 

Friday 19th July 
2024 

Monday 22nd 
July 2024 

Tuesday 23rd 
July 2024 

Summer holi-
day begins on 
Friday 19th July 
2024 

Dates for the academic year 23/24 (next academic 
year)  
INSETs 2023/24:   

Friday 1st September 2023 

Monday 25th September 2023 

Tuesday 2nd January 2024 

Monday 22nd July 2024 

Tuesday 23rd July 2024 



Year 1 / 2 Trip to  

Caldicot Castle 





Caldicot Castle—KS1 


