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“One language sets you in a corridor for life.  

Two languages open every door along the way.” 

Frank Smith 

 

This quote sets up St Chad’s intent towards children developing their 

engagement and enjoyment of learning languages.  As a school with families 

from lots of different cultures, speaking many different languages, we feel it is 

important to celebrate the richness of diversity within our community. We are 

committed to giving children the opportunity to discover new cultures through 

the enjoyable experience of learning a foreign language. 

Being driven by the school’s vision of ‘Learning to Love, Loving to Learn’, 

alongside the school’s 5Cs, we want to foster a sense of engagement, curiosity 

and excitement towards learning different languages and experiencing the 

different cultures and ways of life of people around the world.  Throughout a 

child’s time in KS2, they will be taught French within the school curriculum.  

We believe that the study of a foreign language helps children develop a sense 

of cultural pluralism and an openness to, and appreciation of, other cultures. 

In a globalised world characterised by international links and intercultural 

connections, linguistic skills will be crucial for the children’s future 

employment and career, and we feel it is our purpose to begin their journey 

along this exciting path. 

Within our French curriculum, we have four key drivers (speaking, listening, 

grammar and reading and writing). 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do we want French to look like in St Chad’s? 



 

Creating our French Curriculum 

As linguists, children develop their growing knowledge across four different 

subject drivers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In line with the national curriculum for MFL, please see the documents 

below for how the subject drivers are progressed, and built upon, from 

Year 3 through to Year 6.  

Listening Progression 

Speaking Progression 

Grammar Progression 

Reading and Writing Progression 

 

Using the French scheme of work from Kapow as support, French is 

taught every other term across the rolling programme with key 

vocabulary and knowledge repeatedly revisited and built upon to 

support children in retrieving and embedding knowledge within their 

long-term memory.  In the terms when French isn’t taught specifically 

as a subject within the classroom, within knowledge retrieval sessions, 

French 

Speaking Listening 

Grammar 

Reading and 

Writing 

How do we achieve our aims in French at St Chad’s? 

https://www.stchadsprimaryschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Progression-in-Listening.pdf
https://www.stchadsprimaryschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Progression-in-Speaking.pdf
https://www.stchadsprimaryschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Progression-in-Grammar.pdf
https://www.stchadsprimaryschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Progression-in-Reading-and-Writing.pdf


children have the opportunity to retrieve knowledge from previous units, 

as well as previous units from other year groups.  

Ensuring cross-curricular links with other subjects is important to allow 

children to make connections and apply their language knowledge to 

other areas of the curriculum.  

Follow this link to find out more about St Chad’s Rolling Programmes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Power through the 5C’s of 

learning 

Alongside St Chad’s vision of ‘learning to 

love, loving to learn’, St Chad’s 5C’s of 

learning drive the creation of our 

Curriculum.  Further information as to 

how the 5C’s of learning positively support 

the teaching of French can be identified in 

the table below.   

 

https://www.stchadsprimaryschool.co.uk/our-rolling-programme/


Knowing More and Remembering More 

To ensure children are strengthening schemas within their memory, it 

is important that French knowledge is constantly being developed and 

embedded within children’s long term memories.  Therefore, a French 

knowledge progression has been developed to demonstrate how 

knowledge is introduced and then deepened throughout further units 

of learning.  

 

Talking like a linguist 

Alongside the knowledge progression, key French vocabulary has been 

identified for each taught unit.  It is important that children are able 

to demonstrate a growing understanding of this vocabulary as they 

progress through the unit, and future units.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above you can see an example of a Year 3 French knowledge 

mat.  This mat identifies the key knowledge that children 

need to know within that unit of learning, alongside the key 

subject-specific vocabulary that they need to understand. 

 



Knowledge Organisers 

To support all children in knowing more and remembering more when 

developing their French knowledge, knowledge organisers are used 

within lessons.  Knowledge organisers are used to help children 

strengthen schemas within their memory and transfer taught 

knowledge into the long term memory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Languages Day at St Chad’s 

We like to work closely with our local community and we annually 

organise a Languages Day where children, parents, staff and visitors 

share a continental breakfast. After this, trainee teachers from a local 

university lead workshops for children across the school, allowing them 

to experience languages not currently taught in school. Parents have 

also been invited to lead sessions, teaching children their own 

languages. House Teams also compete for points in a languages based 

quiz. The children love languages day, really appreciate exposure to 

different languages and cultures, and especially enjoy the croissants! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

French is assessed in a number of different ways to ensure children are 

progressing their understanding of subject-specific knowledge, as well 

key vocabulary.  

 

 

How is progressed assessed in French? 

Assessment of 

French 

Use of Tapestry as an evidence 

tool to demonstrate children’s 

speaking and listening. 

Re-watching videos to support 

children’s self and peer 

assessment of their speaking 

and listening.   

Pupil Conferencing and 

learning walks by the subject 

leader.   

Book scrutinies of children’s 

written work.   

Unit assessments of children’s 

understanding of key 

knowledge.   

Use of retrieval opportunities, 

including the use of Plickers 

to check for understanding of 

taught knowledge and 

vocabulary.   


