Unit Title: Unit 13:
Invaders: Who left the
biggest legacy – Romans,
Saxons or Vikings?

What should I know?
Use a timeline to
sequence events from
British history



Use and interpret
evidence of the past
through using eyewitness
accounts, books, photos,
buildings



Recall key dates and
significant events
during the Roman,
Anglo-Saxon and Viking
eras



Recall the names of
significant people and
explain why they were
important



Ask and answer
questions e.g., “Who left
the greatest legacy?



Key Knowledge
When and why did the Romans invade Britain?
The Romans first raided Britain in 55BC because Julius Caesar wanted to extend the Roman Empire but the
Celts fought back. The Romans raided again in 54 BC with larger legions and the Celts were forced to pay
tributes. In 43BC the Emperor Claudius was determined to make Britain part of the Roman Empire and
started a successful invasion.
What did the Romans bring to Britain?
The Romans introduced the idea of living in big towns and cities. e.g. Londinium (London). They were
famous for long, straight roads used to transport legions, trade and messages. The Romans built elaborately
designed Roman baths and some of these remain today. Before the Romans came, very few people could
read or write. The Romans wrote down their history, literature and laws. Their language was called Latin
and we still have lots of words and phrases today that come from Latin. e.g. exit
When and why did the Anglo-Saxons invade Britain?
By 410 AD the last Romans had left Britain. Britain was invaded by trides from Ireland (Scots), Scotland
(Picts), Denmark (Angles) and Germany (Saxons). In 450 AD the first Saxons began to settle in Britain. The
Anglo-Saxon period stretched over 600 years, from 410 to 1066 AD
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What did the Anglo-Saxons bring to Britain?
Many areas, towns and villages in Britain are named after the Anglo-Saxons who first settled there. The
Anglo-Saxon laws were very similar to some we have today, e.g. wergild was a payment system used to settle
disputes between a criminal and the victim or their family. The Anglo-Saxons brought their own pagan
religion, but the arrival of Saint Augustine in 597 AD converted most of the country to Christianity.
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When and why did the Vikings invade Britain?
The Vikings came from the modern Scandinavian countries of Denmark, Norway and Sweden. They
travelled in boats called longships and first arrived in Britain around 787 AD. The Vikings raided places
such as monasteries and pillaged expensive items to trade. They invaded and settled in Scotland before
heading south to places such as York. By 878 AD the Vikings had settled permanently in Britain.
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What did the Vikings bring to Britain?
The Vikings brought their knowledge of art, craft and storytelling (Sagas). Their language is still evident
today e.g. Thursday' itself comes from 'Thor', the Norse god of thunder.

What should I know by the end of the unit?


Key
Vocabulary

Understand the chronology of Britain during the Roman,
Anglo-Saxon and Viking era
Know how Britain changed during this time
Know about key events and people during this time
Understand the legacy of these invaders and settlers in
Britain

Making Links – Remember when you…..




Learnt in the ‘We are Britain’ unit about British invasions in time
order - Romans, Saxons and Vikings and the Roman Emperor
Julius Caesar
Learnt in the “Castles” unit about the link between Caldicot castle
and the Romans

